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Topeka Rescue Mission • 600 N. Kansas Avenue • Topeka, KS 66608-1240 

RE TURN SERVICE REQUES TED

website: TRMonline.org
email: trm@trmonline.org

FACILITIES: 785-354-1744
Hope Center for Women & Families #8
Men’s Shelter #0
Distribution Center x366
Children’s Palace 785-730-8810

PROGRAMS: 785-354-1744
Dining Services x322
Food Distribution x366
Education & Mentoring x338
Volunteer Services x393

COMMUNITY:
Operation Street Reach 785-230-8237

DONATIONS:
Monetary: 785-354-1744 x316
Material: 785-357-4285 
Food: 785-357-4285
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KEEPING HOPE ALIVE

2019 ANNUAL REPORT INSIDE!



2019 was a year of  great challenges at the Topeka Rescue Mission, from a 
drastic drop in donations to a host of  resulting questions and worries on the 
part of  our guests, staff and community. But 2019 was also a year of  renewed 
vision and purpose for TRM and our community. In the midst of  a myriad of  
discussions about budgets, funds, and what services we could and couldn’t 
continue to provide, one question kept coming to the forefront.

Do they matter?
Do the approximately 250-
300 people sheltered by the 
Topeka Rescue Mission 
every night matter? Do the 
individuals who come to 
us for help in their darkest 
moments matter? How 
much do they matter? How 
much are they worth?
I’ll never forget the 
woman who came up 
to me last year, after we 
announced the drastic 
reduction in donations we 
had experienced and the 
resulting uncertainty of the 
Topeka Rescue Mission. She 
was staying at the Mission 
and enrolled in one of our 

programs, working hard to 
graduate and begin her new 
life. She looked up at me 
with tears in her eyes and 
asked simply,
“Do I matter?”
It was such a simple 
question, but it hit me 
like a punch in the gut. 
She truly didn’t know if 
she mattered or not. How 
would she know? She had 
been through so much in 
her life she had never even 
had the chance to be part 
of a stable home, family, 
or community. Would she 
get the chance to finish her 
program and take all the 
months she had spent with 

us - months of learning, 
resources and healing, and 
begin a brand new life? Or 
would she become another 
of the invisible homeless 
living on the street, just 
trying to survive one night 
to the next?
She went on to tell me that 
she had never mattered to 
anyone in her life before 
coming to the TRM, and 
she was scared of losing 
that sense of belonging and 
purpose. Like many of our 
guests, she was scared of 
what would happen to her 
if we closed our doors. She 
was scared of the physical 

T O P E K A  R E S C U E  M I S S I O N  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0 1

Continued on Page 2...

KEEPING
HOPE ALIVE



consequences of going 
back to living on the street, 
but also the emotional 
and mental consequences 
of having no place she 
belonged, no stability or 
security in her life.
In the last months of 2019, 
her question was answered 
with a resounding YES, 
YOU MATTER. You 
showed her and countless 
others that they matter to 
the Topeka Rescue Mission 
and the community. By 
sharing your financial 
resources, your material 
possessions, your time and 

your prayers, you said, 
“YOU MATTER”.  In 2019, 
you demonstrated what 
love looks like in action 
by helping us provide 
shelter to 2,108 different 
people, assistance to 2,270 
households, and 430,596 
meals. You showed us you’re 
willing to work to keep the 
Topeka Rescue Mission 
alive by providing 30,706 
volunteer hours from 1,600 
different volunteers.
In 2019 you helped 
countless men, women and 
children who had no place 
to go, no where else to turn, 

and no hope, to know that 
they matter, they are loved, 
and they have a purpose, a 
reason to be here, and hope 
for the future. We could not 
do this without you, and 
from all of us at the Topeka 
Rescue Mission - we thank 
you from the bottom of 
our hearts for saying with 
your actions, “YES THEY 
MATTER!”
As we have turned the page 
on another year, another 
decade at TRM, thank you 
for helping to keep hope 
alive for the many who will 
need you in 2020! †
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THREEDOM
for the homeless

FREEDOM
for those who suffer

Follow TRM on
to stay up to date.

PRAY
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REACH
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FOOD SERVICES

Meals served from the kitchen  277,839 

Meals distributed through food boxes  94,176 

Food to partner agencies (# of meals)  58,581 

Food cost per meal  14 cents 

Total meals served and distributed  430,596 
CHRISTMAS

Children assisted with gifts, clothing and food  1,337 

Total individuals (including children) who received 
gifts and food baskets

 2,766 

Total gifts given 12,666 

DIRECT HELP

Occurrences of medical help, including visits 
in our clinic, as well as dental, vision and 
prescription assistance

 
 1,659 

Transportation vouchers (bus tickets, cab fare, etc.) 
provided

3,370 

Occasions of rental and utility assistance 
provided

 24 

Occurrences of additional direct help for 
miscellaneous items (phone cards, stamps, 
identification, etc.) provided

 
 133 

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

Volunteer hours provided  30,706

Number of volunteers  1,600

Volunteers needed on average each month  1,200

At $22.56 an hour, these hours would have cost:  $692,727

STREET REACH

Unique individuals served 940

Total outreach occurences 2,901
CaRE - CAREER READINESS EDUCATION

Total guests served 48

Total guests who graduated 25

SIT - SERVANTS IN TRAINING

Participants / Graduates 60 / 13

RESTORE HOPE

Number of Interactions 100+

Human Trafficking Trainings 19
CHILDREN’S PALACE

Children enrolled 47

Number of family special events 25

GUEST TRACKING

Un-duplicated individuals who received shelter  2,108 

Men  1,133 

Women  691 

Children  284

Total nights of shelter provided  89,004 

Individuals sheltered on average each night  242 

Highest number of guests on a given night  304, Jan. 2019

DISTRIBUTION CENTER

Individuals who received clothing through the 
clothing bank

 648 

Household items, including beds, furniture  
and major appliances given to households 

 18,444 

Number of households that received items  2,270

TOTAL EXPENSES: $4,636,281 Percentage 

Programs – Includes shelter, food, street outreach, 
education/training programs, volunteer services, case 
management, repairs/maintenance, distributions 
services, direct service and financial assistance for rent, 
transportation, medication, etc. 87%

Administrative – Includes marketing, public education 
and relations, administrative and financial services. 10%

Fundraising – Includes donor recruitment, relations 
and tracking, event planning and organizing, and grant 
writing.

3%

ESTIMATED INCOME BY SOURCE
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