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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FACILITIES: 785-354-1744

Hope Center for Women & Families #8
Men’s Shelter #0

Distribution Center x366

Children’s Palace 785-730-8810
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Dining Services x322
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email: trm@trmonline.org
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Each and every day we encounter people who question whether they matter to anyone.
They have faced situations that reinforce the belief that no one really cares, not even
people who at some point appear to care. Maybe home is a place that requires you knock
because you’re not given a key. The life for many of our guests is filled with uncertainty
and insecurity. “Do I matter? Does anyone see me? Does anyone even care?” But, when
you find yourself homeless and greeted at the shelter door with a hug and a smile, you
begin to discover that life can be different. Jordan Mabins discovered people are kind at the
Hope Center. She discovered they care about you, offer support as you navigate the Career
Readiness Education (CaRE) program, and give you opportunities to succeed.

Jordan lights up a room with
her gentle, humble, and joyful
presence. When Jordan first
came to the mission, she was
much quieter and kept to herself.
As Ms. Debra connected with
her and Jerri continued to meet
her with a hug and a smile,
Jordan came out of her shell.
She reflected on that point in
time saying, “The old Jordan
would have thought “Look
where you are!” But I came to
know the Lord before coming
to the mission and knew God
gave me strength. His joy is our
strength and I thought “wow”, I
wouldn’t have been able to live
here, maintain my joy and keep
pressing without Him.”

Jordan joined the CaRE program
even though she didn't think

she needed help finding a job.
She ended up fostering a family
environment within her 2017
graduating class that staff had
not seen before. CaRE is a job
readiness program at TRM.
When Corrie Wright, Shelter
Plus Care Division Director

for the City of Topeka, visited
the class to talk about their
services she asked if anyone
had questions. Jordan raised
her hand and asked if they had
internships. Corrie said they
didn’t but went back to her
office and promptly created an
internship. Jordan worked the
unpaid internship for a few
weeks before collaborating with
a temp agency to pay her. Jordan
said, “They were so loving. They
didn’t make me feel like they had
to do extra for me because I was

homeless. I was just one of the
team.”

Many mission guests find it
extremely difficult to leave

the loving environment of the
mission and then navigate work
environments that aren’t always
friendly. Jordan found a special
environment at Shelter Plus
Care that helped her step from
an internship into a position
created just for her with the
City of Topeka. When Jordan
left the City of Topeka for a new
position, Corrie told her, “You
taught me about faith.”

The CaRE program went deeper
than just helping with a resume
or interview skills. For Jordan

it was processing, ‘If I'm such a
smart girl, how did I get here?
Why did I lose that job? What
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am I going to do different?” She
also thought TRM staff were the
most amazing part of the mission
because of the support they
offered her. “They didn’t know
me long but they showed up and
supported me in other areas of
my life, besides the programs,
like my baptism.

Linda Kinney nominated Jordan
for the Washburn Tech Recycled
Rides Program and without
telling her. Months before this,

a spiritual mentor, Ms. Lewis
told Jordan, God’s going to give
you a car before June. Jordan
started looking for a car and only
told God, “I would like a black
car, with no payments that is
reliable” She got the call from
Tim, with Recycled Rides, in
April, while working at the front
desk at the City of Topeka. “He
said “We selected you to receive
acar” Ididn’t believe him at
first. Then I asked, what color?
And, he said black. I asked no
payments? He said no payments.

I started to cry because I knew
God had provided exactly
what I prayed for” Jordan took
possession of the car at the end
of May.

Jordan’s quiet joy drew
friendships along the way. When
she lived at home and worked

at Wal-Mart she befriended a
shopper, who eventually offered
Jordan a room to rent. It was this
woman who helped Jordan leave
home and was a safe haven for

a season. “There were so many
moments that I was desperate
and thought it couldn’t get any
worse. I was desperate to come
out of home, because I didn’t
want to worry if I would have a
home or not, she said.” Her safe
haven soon ended though and
just like her childhood home,
Jordan had to give the key back
and knock again. Her mentor
and friend Ms. Lewis offered to
help Jordan move to the mission.
Not all women navigate these
circumstances without serious

consequences. Some end up in
abusive situations and others are
human trafficked. While living
at the mission, Jordan met other
women both, older and younger,
with hard stories. Jordan said her
protection came from the Lord.

Jordan now works as a service
representative at Kansas Gas. She
has moved out of the mission and
is working with Habitat to build

a new home. As she reflected on
her journey from a place where
she didn’t get a house key to a
season at the mission, Jordan said
the reason she has what she does
now is because she first sought
the Kingdom of God. “I kept
pressing, studying my Bible and
spending time with God.”

Jordan looks forward to coming
back to serve at the mission soon.
“I had to become homeless to
understand and now I want to
come back and encourage those
at the mission because people are

hungry for hope” T




: For our staff, volunteers, guests staying at TRM, and the unsheltered homeless
: In increments of 3 ($3, $30, $300...) Text to to give through PushPay.
: Do 3 acts of kindness for people you don’t know.

Peanut Butter / Jelly / Ravioli / Canned Tuna / Chicken / Cereal / Spaghetti Sauce / Soup /
Gallon Cans of Vegetables & Fruits / Coffee* / Sack lunch items (i.e. granola bars, fruit cups, pudding cups,
snack crackers) Topeka Rescue Mission Ministries
PO Box 8350
(in good condition): Topeka, KS 66608
Mattresses and box springs with the safety tag of July 2007 or newer, no tears or
stains.* Furniture —i.e. Couches, Recliners, Loveseats, Dressers, Dining Tables & Chairs
Large Appliances —i.c. Washers, Dryers, Ranges, Refrigerators & Microwaves

Text TRMglve to 11971

to receive a link to give online,
Arm & Hammer Super Washing Soda / 20 Mule Team Borax / Fels Naptha Laundry Soap / Kleenex visit TRMOn"ne_org

(Large Boxes) / Dish soap / Twin Size Bedding / Plates / Cups / Pots & Pans / Bath Towels
@ Pushpay.

Men’s and Women’s Deodorant (No Aerosol)* / Foot Powder / Shampoo* & Conditioner* Shower Gel* / -
Razors (Men’s and Women’s) / Cough Drops / Hair Brushes / Hand Soap / Tylenol / Ibuprofen / Cold E m E

and Flu Medicine / Tampons / Women’s Underwear (5,6,7) / Men’s Underwear (30-38) %
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